A Case of Papilloma of the Palate in an Old Man.
By H. LAMBERT LACK, M.D. THE patient has an extensive papillomatous mass on the soft palate, chiefly on the right side. Clinically the disease might be mistaken for epithelioma or tubercle. This, in fact, was the case, until the microscopical sections had been made of a large piece removed from the edge of the growth.
Patient and microscopical section exhibited.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. H. J. DAVIS said that, in spite of the pathological report, he would regard the growth as malignant. He did not think it was possible to meet with a papilloma so extensive and diffuse, and yet of a simple nature.
Dr. DUNDAS GRANT said he had had a case which, in its early stages, almost exactly resembled the present one. It increased in extent and became more indurated. On microscopical examination of a portion of the more indurated part he found distinct signs of epithelioma.
The PRESIDENT asked how long Dr. Lack had had the case under his care, and what was the feel of the tumour. He had had a similar case in a man who was only 43 years old, and showed the case at' the Medical Society of London as a papilloma of the soft palate. He had a drawing of it, which appeared in his book. It turned out afterwards to be malignant disease.
Dr. LACK replied that he had not seen the patient for two months. His original diagnosis was epithelioma; in fact, he took the patient into the hospital with a view to operation. It was only when the microscopical sections were examined that it was found to be papilloma. The piece removed was not just a snip, but was a deep section cut right through the edge of the growth, involving much of the normal palate. No one who looked at the section could fail to recognize that it was certainly a papilloma.
The PRESIDENT requested Dr. Lack to report if there should be any further development.
Case of Ulceration at the Base of the Tongue. By W. H. KELSON, M.D. J. B., AGED 67, clock cleaner. No history of syphilis; lungs appear to be normal. For ten years the throat has felt uncomfortable. Four months ago it became definitely sore and painful on swallowing, the pain being situated in the throat and left ear. He also complains of the accumulation of large quantities of " slime" in the throat.
On examination: There is found to be a large crateriform ulcer situated at the base of the tongue on its left side; its edges and base are fairly hard and much thickened. The ulceration reaches down behind the left arytmnoid. Points worthy of note are (notwithstanding the extensive character of the disease) the mobility of the tongue, fair movement of the left vocal cord, and apparently only slight glandular enlargement.
Dr. DUNDAs GRANT thought no other diagnosis was likely except epithelioma.
Dr. DONELAN said he thought it was malignant, but asked if Dr. Kelson had had the opportunity of trying iodides and mercury, because the condition, although unilateral, was suspicious.
Dr. DE HAVILLAND HALL suggested that before trying antisyphilitic treatment it would be well to have a Wassermann reaction done.
Dr. KELSON, in reply,, said the case reminded him very much of two cases which he saw about ten years ago at the Laryngological Society of London in which the diagnosis of malignant disease was made. There were large masses as in this case, but they turned out to be tuberculous. On that account he thought it was interesting to show the present case although he regarded it as malignant. The man bad been given large doses of iodide, after which he was considered to be better, but apparently the improvement was not real. The Wassermann reaction had not been tried as he did not regard the case as at all likely to be syphilitic.
